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This report is dedicated to the communities and ecosystems on the frontlines of extractive
expansion across the Island of Ireland.

Disclaimer: All information used in this report and included in the maps produced is drawn from
publicly available sources.
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NI: The facilitative state

NI does not have the extensive support struc-
tures the mining industry enjoys in ROI, but
many of the institutions - such as IGl, are ‘all
island’, backed up by substantial cooperation
between Geological Survey Ireland and Geo-
logical Survey Northern Ireland. Indeed, GSNI
led the way with The Tellus Project — mapping
NI between 2004-2008. The border counties
came next between 2011-2013, before
moving on to ROI. GSNI is also part of the
‘world-leading’ British Geological Survey.

Environmental believe that
through its mining regime the NI government
is in breach of its obligations under EU and in-
ternational law. There has been no new nation-
al legislation concerning minerals since 1969,
and so by continuing to rely on this old law, the
state is ignoring the supranational laws that

campaigners

have come into force in the intervening period.

Examples of such laws include are the EU Hab-
itats Directive (1992), which protects rare,
threatened or endemic species, and the
Aarhus Convention (1998), which ensures
access to justice, information, and public par-
ticipation in decision making.
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In addition, a Strategic Environmental As-
sessment (SEA) has never been carried out
on the NI mineral licencing programme, as
required under the protocol on SEA in the
Espoo Convention, which sets out the obli-
gations of different parties to assess the en-
vironmental impact of projects including
mining. As a result, in NI, once mining com-
panies have a prospecting licence they are
able to undertake exploratory drilling under
Permitted Development Rights, without the
need for any environmental assessments.
This provision has recently been removed
for Petroleum exploration but not for miner-
als.



Since the Tellus Project laid bare NI's geological composition, interest in NI bedrock has sky-
rocketed, with the media declaring a “mining bonanza”. Almost 25% of NI's total land area is
now under mining concession, with the potential for this to rise to 70% (DfE).

Dalradian Resources alone owns concessions for 10% of NI's surface area, widening the com-
pany's interest far beyond the Curraghinalt site. In 2016 the CEO of Dalradian Gold, Patrick FN
Anderson stated his intentions for the Sperrins in an interview with Bloomberg:
"I'm not talking about a single mine here, we are working on a mine camp here."

Even before the establishment of an industrial-scale mine, Dalradian’s exploratory activities are
have elicited strong concerns and resistance. Residents in the town of Omagh, for example,
have raised concerns that Dalradian are drilling just 360m from Glencordial reservoir, which
supplies water for 21,000 people in Omagh.
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Other mining concessions (excluding those
identified for salt, chalk and gas extraction) sit
with Flintridge Resources (a subsidiary of
Galantas Gold, Canada/UK), Conroy Gold
(Ireland), Koza Gold (UK subsidiary of Koza
Altn, Turkey), Karelian Diamond Resources
(Irish, a company established from the
purchasing of Karelian Diamonds Limited
from Conroy Diamonds and Gold, and Nordic
Diamonds  Limited from Conroy Plc.
Chairman: Richard Conroy), and Mountcastle
Trust (of the 5th Duke of Abercorn, landed
gentry who is also behind an oil and gas
prospect in NI covering 1000km).

In 2018, Conroy Gold was granted a
prospecting licence (Ci/18) in The Ring of
Gullion, South Armagh. This is a Special Area
of Conservation and part of the EU wide
Natura 2000 protected areas. This area
connects to their prospecting licences in RO,
completing their exploration of the Longford-
Down Massif.
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Flintridge Resources is a subsidiary of
Galantas Gold (registered on both the
London and Toronto Stock Exchanges). They
were granted prospecting licence OM1/16 in
January 2016 to explore for gold, lead, copper
and zinc around Omagh.

Turkish company Koza has joined forces with
Australias Walkabout Resources in a joint
venture to explore for cobalt, copper and
silver in Slieve Gallion, Co. Tyrone. Walkabout
would farm-in , or increase its shares, to up to
75% after putting up the investment.

Rare earth metals such as niobium and
tantalum have been found in the Mourne
Mountains, in Co. Down, but so far their
exploitation has been deemed uncommercial.



The Sperrin Mountains

A Canadian firm, Dalradian Resources hopes
to open Europe’s biggest gold mine in the
Sperrin Mountains, within an Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty (AONB), beside a
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and an
Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) and
within the vicinity of many archaeological sites.
The area is also of religious and historical inter-
est, hosting a 17th century Mass Rock and the
Green Road used by the last Kings of Ulster in
the Flight of the Earls.

In 2017 Dalradian submitted a 10,000 page
planning application to the Department for In-
frastructure (Dfl) for a gold mine worth £3bn
with a life span of 20-25 years, at the site in
Curraghinalt, near Greencastle.

The company had been conducting explorato-
ry work since 2009. Over 700 boreholes have
been dug to date, yet no assessment has been
done on the cumulative effects of so much
drilling. This is because exploratory drilling for
minerals is considered ‘Permitted Develop-
ment’ in NI, with each borehole considered in
isolation with cumulative effects ignored. Dal-
radian has also excavated a 1700m horizontal
tunnel into the hillside from where they re-
moved 15,000 tonnes of sample rock in 2017.
Residents of the local community allege that
dried up water sources and substantial flood-
ing due to damaged bogland have directly re-
sulted from Dalradian’s exploration activities
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Objections to Dalradian’s project skyrocket-
ed when the planning application revealed
plans for a cyanide processing plant, as well
as a 200 feet high waste rock pile — to be sit-
uated just 1.2km from the local school,
church, playing field and houses.

After sustained and substantial resistance, in
August 2019, Dalradian submitted a pack-
age of Further Environmental Information
(FEI) to Dfl in which they announced they
are dropping plans to use cyanide in their
operations in Tyrone, instead outsourcing
them to an unidentified site abroad. Local
communities remain sceptical of this move,
believing it was done so planning permis-
sion would be granted, only to be reintro-
duced later.

Dalradian have been discharging mining ef-
fluent into the Owenkillew River, which is an
SAC and home to the endangered freshwa-
ter pearl mussel, which is protected under
the EU Habitats Directive.



A local resident successfully challenged the dis-
charge consent granted by the Northern Ire-
land Environment Agency (NIEA) in a court
battle that lasted two years. However, Dalradi-
an has since submitted three more discharge
applications which the NIEA is currently con-
sidering.

The decision to approve Dalradian’s planning
application rests with the Department for Infra-
structure (Dfl). In advance of a decision, howev-
er, there will be a public inquiry run by the Plan-
ning Appeals Commission. The local commu-
nity have raised concerns about the inequity of
this situation, with Dalradian able to finance
the appearance of expensive experts to back

up their case, a luxury local residents cannot
afford.

Cavanacaw Gold Mine

The Cavanacaw gold mine, 3 miles south of Omagh town, has been in production since 2007 and is
the only working gold mine on the Island of Ireland. Planning permission was granted to Galantas
Gold Corporation in 1995 but operations didn't start until 2007 due to one of the country’s longest
running public inquiries, in which residents opposed the mine’s opening on environmental and
public health grounds. The mine went ahead in the end and in 2015 an extension was approved,

moving from open pit to underground.

In 2019 Galantas had to suspend blasting operations after the Police Service of Northern Ireland
(PSNI), which must observe all blasting activities, said they could not supervise the increased blasting
plans while the company refuses to pay for the cost of this service. The company'’s share prices plum-
meted and Galantas subsequently cut their staff by more than half. Since then share prices have re-
covered somewhat, due to the increase in the price of gold, but the mine remains out of operation.
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Abandoned mines

There are 2,400 known abandoned mine sites in NI, which are now property of the Department for
Environment. These mines may be dangerous, with the deepest shaft measuring a 366 metre vertical
drop. However, unlike the RO, there has not been an investigation into the levels of contamination
still present in or emitted from these mines, perhaps because there is no Environmental Protection
Agency in the North.
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Republic of Ireland

When the current and previous mines in ROI
opened, it was not so easy to access informa-
tion about what was happening in other parts
of the world, a key tool for current mining resist-
ance groups. Tara Mines, for instance, opened
in pre-internet days of 1977. The same is true
for the communities of Galmoy and Lisheen. In
this context, it is very easy for the rhetoric of
jobs and benefits to win out. Then, when the
true effects of mining are felt locally and a com-
munity wants to put a stop to operations, it is
very difficult. The runaway train has left the sta-
tion.

In 2010 when residents of Tara learned of Bolid-
en’s plans to expand the mine’s tailings pond
further, this time vertically, they could read
about the company’s track record of other tail-
ings pond disasters, including at the Aitik
copper mine in Sweden and another in south-
ern Spain. They organised the Residents
Against Tailings Expansion (RATE), but by then
they were swimming against the tide.
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More recently, communities resisting mining in
ROI have seen greater success because they
have organised early and access information on
the countless examples of destructive mining
around the world.

After a prolonged campaign from Cavan
Mining Objection Group (CMOG), Australian
BMEx PTY surrendered their prospecting li-
cence for the Cavan area. Great Glen Resourc-
es did the same after the Redhills Action
Against Mining organised. Save the Hills of
Donegal saw off Omagh Minerals application
for a prospecting licence there, as did Protect
Connemara with BTU Metals Corp who wanted
to prospect in an SAC. Whether or not there
were unknown factors behind the scenes caus-
ing these companies to abandon their licences,
the common known factor was local, organised
resistance.



However, the experience of the 10-year long Shell to Sea campaign against the Corrib Gas Project
in Co. Mayo, has shown the extent to which the ROl state will go to promote extractivism —with ev-
idence of violence, threats of sexual assault, infiltration, claims of corruption and attempts divide
and break the community.

It is possible that modern informed and connected resistance, equipped with knowledge and strat-
egies, has not yet met with the discovery of a lucrative target and the accompanying oppression
from the facilitative state. With 27% of the ROI concessioned and companies pouring into this
'highly prospective and underexplored region’, however, it is perhaps only a matter of time.

Northern Ireland

In Northern Ireland, the Cavanacaw project was
the first modern mining project to open, taking
advantage of newfound peace. The lack of
recent mining examples, as well as the fact that
communities were still reeling from 30 years of
conflict, meant that the resistance against this
project was small. Yet it was dedicated. Due to
the tireless efforts of a few, Galantas Gold was
held off for 12 years in one of the longest run-
ning public enquiries ever. Then the company
was further stung when they had to pay resi-
dents compensation for effectively imprisoning
locals in their homes with constant lorry flow.
More recent legal action to detain the expan-
sion of the project failed, but it could be argued
that it did draw public attention back to the site.
PSNI has since refused to divert public resourc-
es to supervise the company’s intensified blast-
ing programme, leading to the ongoing sus-
pension of mining at the site.
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Next to arrive was Dalradian Resources, with
its cyanidation plans for the heart of the Sper-
rin Mountain. The company arrived in a com-
munity historically marginalised during coloni-
sation and deeply impacted by The Troubles.
Local people quickly realised, given the Cava-
nacaw experience, that more than legal strat-
egies would be needed if the Canadian com-
pany’s mine was to be halted.

Decentralised, grassroots organising has
been the strength of anti-mining campaigns in
the Sperrins. As has the community’s aware-
ness that the NI state is not likely to protect
them. Several resistance groups have sprung
up. Save Our Sperrins was the first group to
form in June 2015.
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Since that time, more than 10 other groups have
emerged in the Sperrins, resisting not only Dal-
radian’s plans for Greencastle and beyond, but
the plans future companies might have for the
area.

Together, these groups maintain the Greencas-
tle People’s Office protest camp, which marked
its 1000-day anniversary in October 2020, on
land leased by Dalradian. A welcoming cuppa is
offered from cosy caravans to visitors who have
come from near and far in a camp that has
become a vital space for solidarity exchanges.
Visitors with experience and knowledge to
share have arrived from the Lakota Nation, Hon-
duras, Romania and Canada to name a few. In-
ternational solidarity has been a pillar of this

Legal strategies have also been employed. Ob-
jection letters signed (nearing 40,000 in
number). When needed, these strategies have
been backed up by mass mobilisation and direct
action.



Campaigners in the Sperrins also continue to sup-
port communities in the rest of the island who are
facing similar threats, sharing their knowledge, ex-
periences and example.

iIm

In February 2021 a new network was announced -
Communities Against the Injustice of Mining
(CAIM). This network stretches across the island,
bringing together communities resisting mining
and campaigning for a future beyond extractiv-
ism. It represents the vocalisation and strengthen-
ing of connections that were already forming.
Caim is an ancient Irish word meaning ‘protective
circle’, and their moto is ‘ni neart go cur le cheile”:
together we are stronger.
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A good example of this is Zero Waste North
West - an organised, non —hierarchical
group of activists from Derry and Donegal
who are leading the way to a zero waste
circular economy in their council areas. They
were key to Derry becoming the first city on
the islands of Ireland and Britain to adopt a
strategy to make the vision a reality. One of
their initiatives aimed at tackling over
consumption is their annual Enough Stuff
Festival.

Another great council initiative is
RepairMyStuff.ie led by Monaghan County
Council yet now expanding out to cover the
rest of ROl This directory connects
consumers to repair services nearby. On a
community level, the now international
phenomenon of Repair Cafes has also taken
off, with Repair Café Ireland promoting the
different volunteer initiatives across the
island that repair instead of dispose of
technologies rich in minerals and metals.

Other enterprises are emerging that deal in
electronics recycling - both for and non -
profit (see: WEEE Ireland - non —profit,
RecyclelT.ie - social enterprise, Avenue
Recycling - for profit).
Research is being carried out to expand what
can be gained by recycling. For instance,
research by EPA Ireland shows that indium, a
critical mineral for solar panel manufacture,
can be extracted from recycled LCD TV
screens.
These are positive steps in nations that
consume large volumes of minerals and
attention and
ramped up

However, state
to be
substantially, especially when compared with
far more substantial state efforts to promote
extractivism.

metals.
investment need



DEEPERT NSFORMATIONS

State-led action cannot be relied on, however,
and recycling is not enough on its own. As we
have seen, both Irish states are a long way
down the neoliberal pathway and intent on
selling the Island to the highest, or earliest
bidder. The experiences of Shell to Sea cam-
paigners and those resisting mining in the
Sperrins expose the lengths to which the two
states will go to push through extractive pro-
jects. Both are deeply conflicted and at pres-
ent appear to favour securing investment over
their elected duty to protect citizens and the
environment. This is a dilemma common to
extractive states.

In this context, while states can and should
play a more positive and active role, the trans-
formative changes towards more ‘post-ex-
tractive’ societies will come from elsewhere.
For example, from the emerging, Island-wide
movement in which communities are step-
ping out of the ‘Box of Allowable Activism’,
taking their power back and working locally to
protect their rights and environment.

One of the ways in which communities are
doing this is by working to enshrine the Rights
of Communities and the Rights of Nature in
local law and influencing local democracy.
Recent council elections saw a move away
from the larger sectarian parties, and a move
towards smaller parties and independents.
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Indeed some new representatives were put for-
ward by activist movements holding back ex-
tractive projects such as fracking and mining.
These new dynamics within the councils, cou-
pled with community scrutiny and a readiness
to take direct action when needed, is leading to
local level democracy that is vibrant and direct.

Communities are also addressing the history of
colonialism, systematic injustice and inequity
and how these dynamics are present not only in
continuing struggles for social justice but also
environmental justice. Peace does not have to
come hand in hand with neoliberalism. We can
create a deep peace that respects the dignity of
both people and place.



In July 2021 independent Councillor Emmet
McAller brought a motion to Fermanagh and
Omagh District Council which started the
process of embedding the Rights of Nature
into the Councils operational practices,
planning processes and long-term decision
making. This builds on the people of
Greencastle s previous assertion of the Rights
of Community when the Department for
Infrastructure sought to abandon an ancient
road, an act which would benefit Dalradian s
proposed project. It also builds on a motion
brought to Derry City and Strabane District
Council in June 2021 on the Rights of Nature,
a historical first for the island and wider. With
similar motions also planned for Belfast City
Council, Newy, Mourne and Down District
Council, and Donegal County Council, this
growing wave has the potential to change the
field of play completely.

Communities are also addressing the history
of colonialism, systematic injustice and
inequity and how these dynamics are present
not only in continuing struggles for social
justice but also environmental justice. Peace
does not have to come hand-in-hand with
neoliberalism. We can create a deep peace
that respects the dignity of both people and
place.

Part of that journey involve fortifying or
rescuing our indigeneity, like the communities
in the Sperrins are doing. These are
communities that have been living with and
caring for the land for as far back as local
memory stretches. They can trace back their
families to the clans of ancient Ireland.

Then, as now, the main economic activity was
farming- rearing crops and animals. The Island
of Ireland has in recent years been targeted
by global industrial agriculture (another form
of extractivism)- with the states ever too
eager, once again, to facilitate this. Industrial
dairy farming in ROl and poultry and pig
factories in NI are squeezing out small scale
indigenous farmers. Yet alternatives are
emerging which are not only more healthy
and fair, but also address our ecological and
climate emergencies. The Lagan Valley
Permaculture Networking in Lisbun is the
permaculture leader in NI and organisations
such as Truly Grass Fed Dairy connect over
3,000 farms across ROI in the practice of
regenerative agriculture.
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The need to fight for food sovereignty is
growing in the face of industrial agriculture,
and organisations like Irish Seed Savers are
helping growers stay free from big companies
like Monsanto. Indigenous traditions, coupled
with new restorative practices are what more
and more farmers are moving towards.
Dalradian Resources has called the local
community in Greencastle welly wearing
sheep farmers, showing their ignorance in
their assumption that this would be an insult.
What nobler pursuit than being a custodian of
the land for future generations?

This pride of home is also conveyed in another
emerging industry - ecologically and socially
responsible tourism. Ireland has a rich cultural
heritage with an abundance of ancient sites
across the Island, along with breath-taking
landscapes and an enduring traditional culture
of music, storytelling and other arts. Tourist
ventures that come from and are embedded in
the local community- such as the An Creagan
visitors centre near Greencastle - are thriving.

On a national level, Sustainable Travel Ireland's
mission is to transform the lIrish tourism
industry into one that respects and protects
the environment, but also supports local
communities and makes better places for
people to live and work in . A growing sector
within this is that of adventure tourism. Far and
Wild, for example, operate on a leave no
trace philosophy and work to connect people
to nature through active exploration.

Mining threatens to disrupt and destroy
sustainable activities, both old and new, that
have genuine and widespread community
backing. Mining companies promise jobs and
progress , but the jobs are temporary and the
only thing that is progressed is further damage
to our environment and culture. Non-extractive
alternatives are and will continue to bloom, if
given the space and support to flourish.
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This report has shown the extent to which the mining industry has infiltrated the Island of
Ireland, and its hopes for expansion. Both governments on the island have employed facil-
itative strategies to aid this exploitation. The expanded extractive plans have been brew-
ing for many decades but in recent years, with the rise of concern for the climate crisis, in-
dustry actors and government have cloaked their intentions in a guise of benevolent
public servitude, claiming more extraction is the key to a climate safe future.

This misleading claim ignores the fact that the climate crisis is intrinsically linked to the
other crises we are facing - social, economic, ecological - which are all further exacerbated
by increased extractivism. We cannot mine our way out of the climate crisis.

Communities across the Island instinctively know this, and are organising to protect
people, place and planet. Grassroots organising has seeded an ecosystem of groups re-
sisting mining, with its heart in the Sperrin Mountains. This is the true meaning of ‘green
growth’. Solidarity is what flows through its arteries, spreading knowledge, learnings and
support. This happens on a local and all island level, but also globally - with connections
being made with communities elsewhere in Europe, the Americas, Africa and Asia.

Along with growing and sustaining the resistance movement, communities are also build-
ing alternatives to extractive capitalism. A rich heritage of care for the land joins new
life-enhancing practices such as regenerative agriculture and a tourism industry that is
both culturally and ecologically responsible. The concept of the Rights of Communities
and the Rights of Nature is also emerging as a way to change the rules of the game, so that
in future our laws and practices reflect more fully our values and the necessity of recognis-
ing ourselves as part of the interconnected web of life.
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